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With all the changes that have come 
in with the LCA, it is easy to miss one 
of the fundamental roles that the 
Waikato/BOP branch of NZLS 
continues to play - representing its 
members and serving their interests 
(s66 LCA for those of you who need 
legal citations!). 

One thing that is of particular concern 
in these pressured times is our 
members’ wellbeing.  Lawyers suffer 
like other professionals in times of 
economic downturn.  However, the 
nature of the pressures brought to 
bear on lawyers can manifest 
themselves in different ways.  The 
relatively high levels of personal 
responsibility and trust placed in 
lawyers means that we have to stay 
on top of things, professional and 
personal, for our client’s sake.  
However, these factors also add a 
significant amount to the stress that 
lawyers face. 

If you, or someone you know, is 
showing signs that they may need 
some assistance, please don’t 
hesitate to seek help.  There are of 
course a number of general avenues 
for stress and mental health 
assistance in the community.  We 
would also like to take this 
opportunity to remind all members 
that the “Friends” panel still exists, 

and provides ready access to senior 
practitioners happy to offer a helping 
hand.  Further, members should not 
hesitate to contact anyone on the 
WBOP Branch Executive. For more 
details please see the Branch 
website 
http://www.lawsociety.org.nz/home 
/branches/waikato  

At a more general level, the 
representative role of NZLS, and of 
your local branch, are in a state of 
flux.  In the coming months the 
WBOP will be going out to members 
to find out what services you want 
from your local branch, and how we 
can better serve your interests, 
whether through social activities, 
advocacy and/or other kinds of 
support.  If you have any ideas on 
how the WBOP Branch could better 
represent members then please 
contact a member of the Council, or 
email Benedict Ryan 
benedict.ryan@lawsociety.co.nz to 
have your ideas raised at the next 
meeting of the Branch Council. 
 

Your Well Being 
The Role of Your Local Branch Under the New Regime  
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Would any practitioner holding a will for the following deceased persons please notify the Branch 
Manager urgently. 

CAMERON, Lindsay Frank  Died 04 June 2009 aged 80. Late of Tauranga. Former Will  
 made with Palmer,Turner and Scott in 1976. 
 
HETA,  Tamainapo  Died on 01.07.08.  Late of Taupo, HT Driver 
 
GAELIC, Clive Darrus  Died on 29.04.09 aged 85. Late of Tauranga 
 
BRITTAN,  Desmond  Died on 24.06.09.  Late of  Melbourne, Australia but formerly of 

Hamilton until 2006. 
 
COLLIER,  Thomas  Died on 03.07.09 at Rotorua.  Late of 4A Kanuka Place, 

Edgecumbe, Retired. Also known as COLLIER,  Tamati 
 
SIMPSON, Marguerita Sarah Mavis   Died on 27.06.09.  Formerly of Waihi, Tauranga, Cambridge and 

Te Aroha areas between 1968 and 1998.   
 
SHAW,  Michael Henry  Died on 03.07.09.  Late of 26 Murphy Lane, Taupiri.  Company 

Director. 
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Would Practice Managers please let your local Branch of the NZ Law Society (as well as the NZ Law 
Society) know of any changes in your firms.  If your practitioners are not receiving LawTalk or Branch 
Brief, it is because the Waikato BOP Branch does not have them listed. 
 
Chrissina N Fotheringhame  from Kaimai Law (maternity leave) 
Elaine B Henderson  resigned from partnership of Sharp Tudhope (Consultant) 
Patricia A Macky  from Barrister sole 
Rachel L Scott  from Inland Revenue Department to Norris Ward McKinnon 
Carrie A Smith  to Bush Forbes McLeod 
Wendy L Weal  from Forgeson Law to Barrister Sole 
Barbara A McDermott  – McDermott McIntosh merged with Norris Ward McKinnon partner 
Robert CG McDermott  from McDermott McIntosh to own account 
Toni Prowse  – retired from the practice of McDermott McIntosh 
Yolanda R du Plessis  to Tyreline Distributors Ltd 
Hayley J Willers  from Edmonds Judd 
Catherine I Rowden  to McCaw Lewis Chapman 
Steven Gibbs  to Auckland 
Timothy R Anderson  - NZ Police (not renewing practising certificate) 
Olivia V Fife  from Tompkins Wake (maternity leave) 
Deborah A Hall  from Barrister sole (not renewing practising certificate) 
David C Vallance  from Adrienne Morgan (not renewing practising certificate) 
Judith A Williams  from Michelle Cecile 
Janette M Clarke  (not renewing practising certificate) 
Rachael M Davie  from Sharp Tudhope 
Alistair S Burns  from Brett Cooper to Barrister Sole 
Harris,  Grant A  - admitted as a director of Harris Tate Ltd 
Needham, Michelle R  to Tompkins Wake  
Smillie,  Renika A  to McCaw Lewis Chapman   
Takitimu,  Dayle L  to October Law 
Maher,  Jenny  to Barrister sole 
Badcock,  Kevin A  to Lance Lawson  
Evetts,  Alesha C  to Cooney Lees & Morgan 
Niemand, Johan  from Barrister Sole to own account 
Paul,  Rachel  from Barrister Sole to own account 
Talbot,  Michael  from McCaw Lewis Chapman to own account 
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ADMISSION AS A BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR  
Candidates for admission as a barrister and solicitor are required to produce to the Court evidence of good character 
and evidence to show that they are fit and proper for admission.  The New Zealand Law Society is required to certify 
that it has made full enquiry as to the character of each candidate and is satisfied that each candidate is of good 
character and there are no objections to the application for admission being granted.  To assist in this assessment, 
the Society seeks references from persons nominated by the applicant and also a certificate of standing from the 
Dean of the Law School attended.  
 
If you have any comments to make concerning conduct on the part of any applicant listed below which you consider 
would have a bearing on that person’s suitability for admission please write, in confidence, to Benedict Ryan, Branch 
Manager, NZ Law Society, Waikato BOP Branch, P O Box 180 or DX GP 20007, Hamilton by 7 August 2009.   
 
Amanda Karen BEDFORD Natalie Cherie CHRISTOPHER   W illiam Peter CLARK 
Courtney Louise MURRAY Lisa Carol Gray MONTGOMERY P rashil Kant REDDY 
Michael Peter O’HAGAN  Simran Monique Nunua SINGH M ichelle Claire PARKER 

Simon Joseph WOOD  Jacqueline Margaret STEPHENSON F aimanifo Susana Tauiliili  PELESASA 
Shayne Mathew LAWREY Benjamin Carl HAGUE  

 

 
 
Welcomes Two New Additions to the Firm  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Barbara McDermott  joins the firm as a 
Partner, leading the Commercial Business & 
Rural Team. 
 
Barbara has significant experience in 
commercial and rural property transactions, 
business sale and purchase, financing, and 
subdivisions.  
 
Barbara is a previous Partner of Huntly firm, 
McDermott & McIntosh. With the recent 
merger of our firms, we are delighted to 
welcome Barbara to the partnership.  
 
Email: barbara.mcdermott@nwm.co.nz   
Phone: 07 834 6159 

Rachel Scott  joins the firm as a 
Solicitor in the Dispute Resolution & 
Employment Team.  
 
With a strong background in tax litigation, 
Rachel and will continue to specialise in 
this area, along with general litigation and 
dispute matters.  
 
Email: rachel.scott@nwm.co.nz    
Phone: 07 834 6003  
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Majority verdicts and deposition hearing changes 
make substantial changes 
 

A delegation of defence lawyers has failed to 
convince Justice Minister Simon Power to stop 
changes to how trials are conducted. 
 

Parliament last year passed law changes that come 
into effect today. Under the new law written evidence 
is to be used in depositions hearings to avoid 
witnesses having to give evidence twice. 
 

The bill also allows 11-1 jury verdicts instead of the 
current unanimous requirement. 
 

John Haigh QC led a delegation of defence lawyers 
in a bid to get Mr Power to put on hold the changes to 
deposition evidence. 
 

He said the oral process was good for both the 
defence and prosecution. 
 

"(In-court depositions) acted as a vetting agency. A 
methodology of saying `how strong is this case? How 
strong is our witness'," he told Radio New Zealand. 
Mr Power said the Justice Ministry had looked at the 
lawyers' concerns and not all were borne out. 
 

He said lawyers were able to apply for oral hearings 
of evidence where it would be useful. "In the event 
there was a controversial matter that needed to be 
tested before start of trial, counsel could ask for the 
court to hear it orally." 
 

The changes would make a faster more effective 
justice system. "The situation was that delays would 
be reduced, in fact halved... costs would also be 
halved at the point of committal." 
 

The changes would also benefit victims. "With the 
removal of depositions at an oral level of course what 
you are not doing is putting the victims of crime 
through the process twice. 
 

"I think that's often forgotten when lawyers and those 
that are institutionally involved in the process are 
discussing these sorts of issues." 
 

Mr Power said allowing 11-1 or 10-1 verdicts in 
criminal trials would reduce the number of retrials.  
 

"Reform is coming in the criminal justice 
area. For victims, witnesses and others what 
we need to see is a criminal justice system 
that's delivering in a timely way to their needs 
rather than to the needs of those who have 
historically been institutionally involved with 
the process." 
 
In two years time the Solicitor-General would 
review the law to ensure it was working. 
Other changes in the bill changed the law on 
double jeopardy to allow retrials in some 
cases and it allowed methamphetamine trials 
to be heard in district courts instead of only in 
high courts. 
 

Lawyers Oppose Changes to Trial Procedures 
 

LawFuel - The Law Jobs and News Wire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MICHAEL TALBOT 
 
The Partnership of McCaw Lewis Chapman 
provides notification that Michael Talbot will 
cease to be a Partner in McCaw Lewis 
Chapman effective as of Friday 31 July 2009. 
 
As of that date Michael will enter private 
practice on his own account. Michael will 
however retain an on-going relationship with 
McCaw Lewis Chapman effective as of 3 
August 2009 with him continuing to practice 
from the McCaw Lewis Chapman offices on a 
part time basis. 
 
The Partnership of McCaw Lewis Chapman 
wish to thank Michael for his service to the firm 
during the period of his partnership and look 
forward to continuing the relationship with him 
within these new arrangements. 
 
Clients of Michael Talbot can continue to 
contact him on DDI 07 958 7432 or email 
michaelt@mlc.co.nz 
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For confidential investigations, 
corporate recovery, and 

restructuring advice  
 

Call David Blanchett for a  
no-obligations discussion on  

(07) 838 3838 
 

Cnr Bryce & Anglesea Streets, 
Hamilton  

 

Dictaphone / Digital Transcription 

completed quickly and efficiently,  

either by outsourcing or in-office temp. 

 

37 years experience in law firms and 

barristers’ chambers. 

 

Call Bev Rose 021 103 2891 or email 

b.rose@vodafone.co.nz 

for further information / discussion. 

 

�
 

Valuable Tips for Life No. 1 
 

Watch where you are going so you don’t get 
yourself into trouble! 

HAMILTON HIGH COURT LIBRARY 
 

All lawyers are reminded that in addition to the library at the Society premises on Anglesea Street which 
is accessible 24/7, the Hamilton High Court law library is available during business hours.  
 

There is also a very comfortable lounge with tea and coffee facilities, tv, dvd player adjacent to the 
library for counsel’s use when appearing in the High Court. 
 

Please contact Benedict or Glenis at 07 838 0264 for the pin number to access.   
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The next Flying Start course 
in this district for 2009 will be held 

 
on Saturday 8th August 2009 

and 
Saturday 15th August 2009. 

 
The venue will be the Society premises 

at 109 Angelsea Street, Hamilton. 
 

Please check the website to download an 
enrolment form  

http://www.lawsociety.org.nz/home/branc
hes/waikato  

 
or email the Branch 

benedict.ryan@lawsociety.org.nz  
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Lawyers Complaints Service decision 
The following notice is published with the approval of the 
NZLS Board (under delegation from the NZLS Council) as 
required under Rule 30 of the Lawyers and Conveyancers 
Act (Lawyers: Complaints Service and Standards 
Committees) Regulations 2008. 

Nitin Deobhakta, Barrister, Hamilton 

The Waikato Bay of Plenty Standards Committee No.2 
investigated a complaint concerning Mr Deobhakta.  The 
complainant, who rented a property from Mr Deobhakta, 
complained that he had been served with paperwork, at his 
place of employment, which made it appear that he was the 
subject of criminal court and/or Tenancy Tribunal 
proceedings when this was not the case.  This had caused 
the complainant great embarrassment.  The committee was 
of the view that this was a deliberate attempt by Mr 
Deobhakta to embarrass and frighten the complainant.  
The committee found Mr Deobhakta guilty of 
unprofessional conduct and a breach of Rule 7.04 of the 
previous Rules of Professional Conduct for Barristers and 
Solicitors, and ordered that he be censured, that his name be 
published with appropriate details of the unacceptable 
conduct, and that he pay costs of $1,534.32 and a penalty of 
$1,000.  

The following letter has been received at the 
Branch. If any practitioners are able to assist 
please contact benedict.ryan@lawsociety.org.nz  
 
 
RE:  LEGAL ASSISTANCE AT SPRING HILL  
        CORRECTIONS FACILITY 
 
I am not entirely aware as to whether the 
Waikato Bay of Plenty Branch of the Law Society 
is cognizant of the size of the population at the 
recently instituted Spring Hill Corrections Facility. 
By mid 2010 the population will be 1100 person. 
Many of these people have diverse criminal, 
administrative, immigration and domestic law 
problems and do not have access to legal 
facilities or general assistance from counsel. 
 
At Auckland Regional Prison, the Auckland 
District Law Society has a voluntary roster 
whereby every fortnight one member of the 
Society provides two hours to provide counsel to 
inmates to assist with their enquiries and 
concerns. 
 
Is it possible that the Waikato Bay of Plenty 
Branch would consider a similar scheme to be 
operated at Spring Hill Corrections Facility? 
 
It would also be very helpful if a comprehensive 
listing of practicing members and their preferred 
fields could be provided to the SHCF library so 
that inmates could make contact as prospective 
clients and engage their services as their needs 
arise. 
 
As a Librarian at the institution’s library, I would 
greatly appreciate the Society’s input to assist 
inmates who are not familiar with practicing 
counsel in the region and have need of services. 
 
Any input that you could provide would be 
gratefully received. I thank you in anticipation of 
your response. 
 
Allen Harriman 

 


