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• Winner of the book “Uncoupling” by Barbara Relph 
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Guidance for managing shared parenting during Covid-19 traffic light settings 
 
The ministry has advised that its website has been updated to reflect the changes made 
under the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Protection Framework) Order 2021 with 
respect to guidance for managing shared parenting during Covid-19 traffic light 
settings.  Click here to view these updates. 
  
Entry to courthouses under the COVID-19 Protection Framework protocols 
 
Under all three traffic light settings, every person entering a court building will be asked to 
show their My Vaccine Pass, or evidence of a recent negative COVID-19 test. Only those 
with a Vaccine Pass or evidence of a recent negative test will be able to enter the 
building.  In the High Court and the District Court (including the Family Court and Youth 
Court), people who are required to attend court in person will be allowed to enter the 
building even if they do not show a Vaccine Pass or evidence of a negative test, however 
their entry may be subject to special measures to manage health and safety risks.  Entry 
requirements are subject to court protocols, and to judicial direction. 
Click here to view the ministry’s information for the public on entry requirements and 
health and safety practices in the courts. 
 
Law reform 
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Despite the difficult year we have had and the upcoming Christmas break, the FLS has 
been asked to provide submissions on recently introduced bills and a discussion 
document. 

• Transforming our mental health law 

The Ministry of Health has released its consultation paper, “Transforming our mental 
health law”.  Submissions are due to the Law Society on 16 January and will be filed with 
the ministry on 28 January.  A special thanks to FLS executive member, Andrew Finnie for 
preparing the comments from the FLS that will feed into the wider New Zealand Law 
Society submission. 

• Oversight of the Oranga Tamariki system and Children and Young People’s 
Commission Bill 

This bill was introduced on 8 November, had its first reading on 16 November and a date 
for filing submissions set for 26 January.  Again, thanks to members of the FLS executive, 
Johan Niemand, Richard Smith and Caroline Hickman who will be preparing comments on 
the bill that will be due to the Law Society on 12 January. 

• Oranga Tamariki Amendment Bill 

This bill was introduced on 25 November, had its first reading on 14 December and a date 
for filing submissions due on 20 February.  A working group has been established from 
members of the executive and the FLS advisory panel who will be working on a response 
to this bill.  Proposed amendments include a partial repeal of the subsequent-child 
provisions (for parents who have had a previous child permanently removed from their 
care – the provisions remain for parents convicted of the murder, manslaughter, or 
infanticide of a child in their care) and repealing section 83(2A) and (2B), which allow the 
court to determine that there is no realistic prospect of return of the child.  The FLS 
submissions are due to be sent to the Law Society on 8 February. 
  
Family Court Rules review 
 
The Minister of Justice Kris Faafoi has asked the ministry to undertake a comprehensive 
review and rewrite of the Family Court Rules 2002.  This was one of the recommendations 
of the independent panel evaluating the 2014 changes to the family justice system and is 
a review the FLS has been advocating for over many years.  The FLS has been asked to 
provide comment on the draft objectives of the review and to also nominate a 
representative to be a member of the ministry’s Expert Reference Group.  The work will be 
done over the next three years and will be a significant workstream for the FLS. 
  

https://mcusercontent.com/78dd4a31ee758d41364cee18d/files/8dfa7596-036c-8903-1f12-215b12a61cff/Transforming_our_Mental_Health_Law.pdf
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Winner of the book “Uncoupling” by Barbara Relph 
 
Congratulations to Waitakere barrister, Tania Smitton who has won a free copy of Barbara 
Relph’s recent book “Uncoupling – an insider’s guide to separation in New Zealand”.  That 
book is on its way to you Tania!  
  
Merry Christmas and happy holidays 
 
I wrote last year that for most of us, there is a sense of relief as this year draws to a 
close.  Those sentiments are echoed even more vehemently this year.  As professionals 
who serve the most vulnerable and in need, family lawyers throughout Aotearoa have 
continued to help others unfailingly and with generosity of spirit.  Thank you all.  The FLS 
executive wish you all a relaxing and restful break after another hard and particularly 
challenging year.  Click here to view messages. 
 
Meri Kirihemete me ngā mihi mō te tau hou. 
 
 
 
Caroline Hickman 
FLS Chair 
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