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Appointment of Ophir Cassidy to the bench 

 
On 25 February, Attorney General David Parker announced to the appointment of Auckland 

lawyer Ophir Cassidy as a District Court Judge to the Waitakere District Court with a general 

jurisdiction warrant to sit as Youth Court Judge and to lead the Rangatahi Courts at both 

Hoani Waititi and Orakei Marae. 

                                                    

Ophir commenced her legal career in 2002 with King Alofivae Malosi (KAM) the first Māori 

and Pasifika woman law firm in Manukau.  She is the fifth lawyer from that firm to be 

appointed to the bench. In 2005, Ophir became an associate and then a partner of Manukau 

Law where she practises family law as a lawyer for child and a youth advocate and has 

been the principal of that firm since 2010.   

 

Ophir was an FLS executive member from 2013 to 2016 and the co-president of Te Hunga 

Rōia Māori o Aotearoa the Māori Law Society in 2017 and 2018.  In 2020, Ophir was 
appointed as counsel to assist the panel on the Waitangi Tribunal for the urgent Oranga 

Tamariki inquiry. She was also appointed as senior counsel to assist on the Royal 

Commission of Inquiry into Historical Abuse in State and Faith based Care. She is a current 

board member of Youth Horizons Trust.  

 

Judge Cassidy will be sworn in on 17 April 2021. The FLS warmly congratulate Ophir on her 

appointment and wish her well in her new role. 

 

Family Court Covid-19 protocol – adoption of NZ surrogate babies born overseas 

 

The Family Court Covid-19 protocol for the adoption of New Zealand surrogate babies born 

overseas expired on 1 March. After careful consideration, the protocol will be extended until 

23 September 2021. 
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The protocol is tied to the Epidemic Notice under the Epidemic Preparedness Act 2006. 
Without the Epidemic Notice in place, the process underpinning the protocol cannot operate. 

The current Epidemic Notice will expire on 23 March 2021 and the extension of the protocol 

is tied to an assumption of two further renewal periods of three months. The protocol will 

therefore last until 23 September 2021 or the expiry of the Epidemic Notice, whichever date 

is earlier. It is important that the protocol is not relied upon as a long-term solution for 

children born by international surrogacy arrangements. Children born by surrogacy should 

use the existing government-mandated process for entering New Zealand except where:  

• there are confirmed difficulties in obtaining a passport overseas within a reasonable 
timeframe due to the effects of Covid-19; and 

• this directly and seriously impacts the ability for the baby and commissioning parents 

to travel to New Zealand; and 

• the delays are such that they result in the commissioning parents becoming in need 
of assistance offshore. 

The protocol is not intended to be used in cases where documentation has been, or is 

reasonably able to be, obtained in the child’s country of birth. The protocol is also not 

intended to be used in cases where commissioning parents have chosen to enter 

international surrogacy arrangements in the time since the start of the pandemic. In these 

cases, commissioning parents are making informed decisions to enter international 

surrogacy arrangements in the knowledge that that there are difficulties in travelling and in 
obtaining documentation. If an application to apply the protocol is made in these 

circumstances, a decision will be made on the merits of the individual case. 

 

Finally, the protocol applies only to legitimate surrogacy arrangements. It will not be used to 

facilitate adoptions in cases where commissioning parents have entered an international 

surrogacy arrangement where that arrangement is illegal in the country of the surrogate or 

the child’s country of birth. In cases that fall outside of scope of the protocol, children born 

by surrogacy should use the existing government-mandated process for entering New 

Zealand. Click here for information on that process. 

  

Reminder – nominations for executive committee close 5:00pm on Monday 15 March 

 

On 31.3.21, there will be three vacancies on the FLS executive.  Caroline Hickman 

(Napier) will end her second three-year term on the executive. Siobhan McNulty 
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(Christchurch) will end her first three-year term after being appointed on 21.8.15 to fill a 

causal vacancy left by Judge Otene’s appointment to the bench. Richard Smith 
(Invercargill) who was appointed on 21.2.20 to fill a casual vacancy left by Judge Grieg’s 

appointment to the bench will have completed that term. All three members are eligible to 

stand for re-election. Click here to view current members of the FLS executive. 

 

Criteria 

 

Individuals may nominate themselves or another FLS member (with that person’s consent). 

Only one nomination per member is allowed. Nominated persons are required to be full, paid 

up members of the FLS. Nominations close at 5:00pm on Monday 15 March – no 

nominations are able to be accepted after this time. 

 

How to make a nomination 

 
There is no prescribed form. If you wish to stand for the FLS executive, please email your 

nomination to the FLS manager, Kath Moran at kath.moran@lawsociety.org.nz – all that is 

required is an email to say “I nominate [name of person] to stand for the FLS executive......”. 

  

The nomination must be accompanied by a brief profile (no more than 250 words) and a 

digital photograph of the candidate. The nomination cannot be accepted unless your 

profile and photograph are provided. Your profile might like to include why you are interested 

in serving on the executive. If you are nominating another FLS member, please copy that 

person into your email so that the manager is aware that person’s consent has been 

obtained. If more than three nominations are received, an electronic election will be held 

between 22 March and 12 April. Results will be announced no later than 14 April. 

 

 

Fairway Resolution – Kotahitanga webinar series – Money Talks – assisting parties to 
develop a child focussed financial plan 

 

Fairway Family Services are excited to announce the third instalment of their Kotahitanga 

webinar series. The purpose of these online interactive sessions is to provide a platform for 

ongoing learning, discussion and focus on mediation practice and topics related to FDR and 

family mediation. The third webinar will take place as follows: 

 

Date and time:  8 April – 10.30am to 11.30am 
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Panel:  Denise Evans and Rachael Dewar 

Facilitator: Samantha de Coning 
 

Topic:  Money Talks – assisting parties to develop a child focussed financial plan 

This panel discussion explores financial disputes in FDR mediation and assisting parties in 

creating agreements which balance financial resources and the needs of their children. The 

specific learning objectives are as follows:  

• Exploring competing issues and interests and changing resources 

• Facilitating forward focused discussions around meeting children’s changing needs 

and aspirations 

• Review of relevant statutory law and Ministry of Justice guidelines 

 

To register for this webinar, please visit:  
https://fairwayresolution.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-Rlw5C04RRizyeohzJ672A 

Click here for a CPD verification form 

 

CLE webinar – cultural reports in the Family Court – 14 April 
 

When making a decision, a judge needs to consider a child’s cultural identity, including 

ethnicity, language and religion. This webinar will provide the perspectives of a cultural 

report writer (Joanne Rosandich), a senior family lawyer (Mānia Hope) and a Family Court 
Judge (Alayne Wills) and will help ensure that you have a practical understanding of cultural 

reports and other information that is useful for the judge when making a determination. Click 

here if you would like to be notified when registrations for this webinar open.  

 

Reminder – Oranga Tamariki webinar - the role of Whakarongo Mai – 16 March – 2.30 
to 4.00pm – 1.5 CPD hours 

 

A reminder that the final webinar session on the role of Whakarongo Mai will take place on 

16 March at 2.30 to 4.00pm. These webinars are free of charge for FLS members. If you 

would like to attend this webinar please click here to register. Two days before the webinar, 

those who have registered will be sent a link to join via zoom and following the webinar you 

will be sent a CPD verification and any additional information that has been discussed. We 

hope you are able to join this session. 
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Save the date - Lawyer for child workshop – Auckland – 14 May 

 
The central Auckland FLS regional representatives are organising a full day lawyer for child 

workshop to take place on Friday 14 May 2021. We are making final arrangements with the 

venue and also finalising the content of the workshop. The workshop will be limited to 40 so 

FLS members who are currently appointed to the ministry’s list to act as lawyers for children 

in the Family Court. Details will follow shortly so in the meantime you might want to put this 

date into your diary.  

 

NZLS CLE Ltd family law conference – Wellington – 17 to 19 November 
 

We are pleased to confirm that the NZLS CLE Ltd family law conference will be held this 

year at Te Papa in Wellington on 17 to 19 November. Click here if you would like notification 

when registrations are open. 

 
Caroline Hickman 

FLS Chair 
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